A4

Government of Western Australia
School Curriculum and Standards Authority

Summary report for candidates on the 2015 WACE examination in
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Year Number who sat Number of absentees
2015 1888 16

2014 1298 7

2013 1761 8

Examination score distribution
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Summary

The examination consisted of two sections. Candidates were required to attempt four questions
in Section One, four questions in Section Two: Part A and one question from a choice of two in
Section Two: Part B. The examination had a mean of 59.21%. The means for Section One,
Section Two: Part A and Section Two: Part B, were 61.00%, 58.16% and 57.23% respectively.
Candidate scores for the examination ranged from 8.27 to 89.51. The standard deviation was
10.88%.

General comments

Overall, candidates performed quite well on the examination. However, in many instances
candidates did not always address the question or they wrote lengthy, overly-descriptive
responses which omitted pertinent details or included irrelevant or incorrect supporting
information. In terms of comprehending the sources in Section One, it was evident that some
candidates did not discern the most important details, often treating the supporting detail as
being of equal importance.

Advice for candidates

¢ Read the questions carefully and ensure you answer all parts of the question.

e Ensure you think critically about your response and provide concise detail in your answer
rather than simply regurgitating factual information.

e Avoid using pre-prepared, default-type responses that do not answer the question being
asked.

Comments on specific sections and questions

Section One: Document analysis

Attempted by 1888 candidates Mean 30.50(/50) Max 46.70  Min 6.60
The questions in this section require candidates to comprehend sources, interpret data and
synthesise information. It was evident in the responses of candidates that there is a need for
candidates to more specifically target the requirements of questions and to demonstrate more
sophisticated and critical thinking.

Section Two: Extended answer Part A — Extended response
Attempted by 1887 candidates Mean 14.54(/25) Max 23.61 Min 1.67
Overall, candidates performed reasonably well on this section of the examination.
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Section Two: Extended answer Part B — Essay

Attempted by 1871 candidates Mean 14.31(/25) Max24.50 Min O

Most candidates were able to produce a fairly well-structured essay but there is room for
improvement in the construction of paragraphs that focus on one main idea and the sequencing

of paragraphs. Few candidates adequately articulated the direction of their essay in the
introductory paragraph.
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